
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – January 23, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford, Commissioner 

Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli were present along with the Borough Administrator, 

Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the December 19, 2017 and January 16, 2018 meeting.  

Commissioner Kasko seconded he motion, which was then approved unanimously by the 

Commissioners. 

 

For Resolutions 2018-01-23-006 and 2018-01-23-007 the Commissioners voted unanimously 

with individual roll call votes for each resolution.  Resolution 2018-01-23-006 authorizes the 

appointment of a new member to Haddon Fire Company No. 1, as well as two new 

Explorer members.  Resolution 2018-01-23-007 authorizes the appointment of the Auxiliary 

Police members for 2018.  Once these resolutions had been approved, Mayor Rochford 

asked that Fire Chief Sam Trotman and Assistant Chief Tim Green introduced their new 

member Joseph Lambert, who was then sworn in by Mayor Rochford.  Chief Trotman and 

Joe Dunn then introduced the new Explorer Members to the Commissioners.  Mayor 

Rochford then swore them in.  Police Chief Ted Stuessy and Lt. Steve Camiscioli then 

presented to the Commissioners the current members of the Auxiliary Police.  Mayor 

Rochford swore in Tim Chase as the new Sergeant and Jack Matty, Jr. as Lieutenant.  Next 

he wore in the remaining members.  Lastly, he swore in Steve Harski as Captain. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli read the proclamation naming January as School Board 

Recognition Month.  Adam Sangillo, Dave Siedell, Heather Paoli and Tom Vecchio from 

the Haddonfield School Board were in attendance to accept the proclamation. 

 

Ordinance 2017-13 was then introduced for second reading, which amends Chapter 135-

65.1 entitled Specific Requirements within Downtown Zoning Districts.  Mayor Rochford 

opened the Public Hearing and briefly explained that this deal with breweries, distilleries 

and winery showrooms.  Commissioner Moscatelli further noted that he has had questions 

from residents asking about the Borough allowing alcohol in town even when this is a “dry” 

town.  He pointed out that there is no ordinance on the books disallowing alcohol in town; 

we have never repealed prohibition.  Furthermore, the Borough does not have the 

authority to put a referendum on the ballot regarding alcohol, but you, the residents, do.  

He finished by stating that the current brewery in town has a State license that allows them 

to be here.  This ordinance is just regulating where downtown they can be, as well as hours 

and other such items. 

 

Brian Mulholland, Mt. Vernon Avenue, questioned if prohibition was still in effect for 

Haddonfield.  The Borough Solicitor stated that a referendum was on a ballot many years 

ago to allow alcohol in town, but was defeated 2 to 1.  He also noted that the licenses 

being discussed now are through the State and supersedes our “dryness”.  He finished by 

stating that there are more towns in New Jersey that have repealed prohibition than those 

that have not.  Commissioner Kasko clarified that Haddonfield does not have a prohibition 

on drinking, it is just that we do not allow the sale of alcohol through plenary licenses.  The 

Solicitor agreed and pointed out that the ordinance only allows for the regulation of the 

license that the State has issued.  Mr. Mulholland asked if the ordinance allows a person or 

business to go to the State to obtain such a license and what happens if the ordinance is 

not passed.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that this ordinance just regulates the hours, 

where the business can be located, etc.  If this ordinance was not passed the new 

breweries could just apply through the Construction Office, rather than having to go 



before the Zoning Board (ZB).  Mr. Mulholland then asked for confirmation that the 

Borough cannot prevent these types of State licenses.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied 

affirmatively and indicated that this amendment is to update our ordinance to regulate 

the business and sets a precedent.  The Solicitor stated that if this ordinance is not passed, 

then the businesses with these licenses would be able to do just about whatever they 

want.  This just puts in parameters and makes it a conditional use.  Mr. Mulholland 

confirmed that this ordinance prevents people from opening their shops anywhere in 

town.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied affirmatively.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the 

Commissioners have done much research on this issues, which is a relatively new law for 

the State.  We felt that it was best to put these parameters in place as the State has not 

adopted any regulations as yet.  Mr. Mulholland asked if there are similar State Statutes 

regarding wineries and distilleries.  The Solicitor replied affirmatively.  Mr. Mulholland asked 

if these Statutes made it easier for people to open these wineries or distilleries.  The Solicitor 

replied that they would still have to qualify at the State for such a license.  Mr. Mulholland 

asked what Commissioner Moscatelli mean when he stated that this sets a precedent.  

The Commissioner replied that we are making what is basically a retail store comply with 

restaurant style regulations.  Mr. Mulholland asked if the ZB had denied the brewery 

application, then a winery and/or distillery wouldn’t have been allowed either.  The 

Solicitor replied that that would have been against State law and reiterated that having 

this ordinance gives the Borough the ability to regulate these businesses and not let them 

do whatever they want.  Commissioner Kasko thanked the Solicitor for all of his work on this 

ordinance. 

 

As no further questions were asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the 

Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, 

which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Next, Ordinance 2017-14 was introduced for second reading, which authorizes 

amendments to Chapter 151 entitle Outdoor Eating Facilities.  Mayor Rochford opened 

the Public Hearing on the ordinance and explained that this deals with additional 

regulation regarding breweries, distilleries and winery showrooms regarding outdoor 

seating.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that Kings Road Brewery will have to amend their 

application to the State to get permission for outside seating.  As there were no questions 

or comments on the ordinance Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing and adopt the ordinance.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which 

was then approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2018-01 was then introduced for first reading, which amends the Bancroft 

Redevelopment Plan.  Mayor Rochford noted that this is the first ready only.  The second 

reading and Public Hearing will be held at the regularly scheduled meeting on February 

13, 2018.  Commissioner Moscatelli then gave a brief history of the reason for the 

amendments and the multiple meetings that were held by the Planning Board in their 

review.  The Commissioners have determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough to 

agree to the PB recommendation that the berm located on the Kings Highway side of the 

property should remain in place.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the next step would 

be for the Developer to submit a site plan once this ordinance is finalized.  As there were 

no questions or comments the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

ordinance on first reading. 

 

The last ordinance on the agenda was Ordinance 2018-02, which amends Chapter 114 

entitled Fire Prevention.  Mayor Rochford announced that the second reading and Public 

Hearing of this ordinance would be held at the February 13, 2018 regularly scheduled 

meeting.  The Mayor stated that these amendments are required by the State regarding 

the fees charged for these inspection services.  As there were no questions or comments 

the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 



 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2018-01-23-008 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2018-01-23-009 Authorization to Issue Checks – Overpayment of Taxes 

2018-01-23-010 Authorization to Turn Over Municipal Court Uncashed Checks for 

Haddonfield Municipal Court 

2018-01-23-011 Authorization to Adopt Cash Management Plan 

2018-01-23-012 Authorization to Designate Official Newspaper for Legal Notices 

2018-01-23-013 Authorization to Approve Use of kings Court – Haddonfield Farmer’s 

Market 

2018-01-23-014 Authorization to Extend Contract – Animal Shelter Services 

2018-01-23-015 Authorization to Extend Contract – Animal Control Services 

2018-01-23-016 Authorization to Sign Agreement with Kiwanis Club of the Haddons – Little 

Free Library 

 

Resolution 2018-01-23-017 was introduced, which authorizes the Commissioners to approve 

an event for the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) entitled Haddonfield Uncorked.  

__________________________ noted that the date in the second “whereas” had not been 

updated to the 2018 date.  As no further comments were made the Commissioners voted 

unanimously to approve the resolution as corrected. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2018-01-23-018 Authorization to Approve Outdoor Eating Facility Permit - Leaf 

2018-01-23-019 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

 

The Elizabeth Haddon School fourth graders in attendance were asked to stand and 

introduced themselves, as well as ask any questions they may have.  In attendance were 

Zade DeLeo of Linden Avenue, Mia Carr of West End Avenue, Gemma Vecchio of Birchall 

Avenue, Owen Minors of Lansdowne Avenue, PJ Thompson of W. Mt. Vernon Avenue, 

Dyer Chaplick of Woodland Avenue, Patrick Siedell of Chews Landing Road and Schy 

Douglas of North Drive.  The following are the questions asked at this time: 

 

Mr. Minors asked the Commissioners why each of them wanted to be elected.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that he likes helping the town and the residents, he gets a lot satisfaction 

from doing so.  Commissioner Kasko replied that he also likes helping the town and 

residents.  Additionally, he studied politics in college and finds being an elected official 

rewarding.  He likes giving back to the community as well.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

agreed that he also likes helping the town and residents.  Another reason was that he 

knew that he had skills that would be helpful for the Borough.  He also likes that he gets to 

meet a lot of good people. 

 

Mr. Thompson asked what the Commissioners do in their regular jobs.  Mayor Rochford 

replied that he is an insurance salesman.  Commissioner Kasko replied that he works for the 

State’s Department of Health in their licensing of hospitals and senior care facilities.  

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that he is currently a stay at home dad, although he used 

to be an engineer. 

 

Mr. Chaplick asked Mayor Rochford what he liked about being the Mayor.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that he likes working with the other Commissioners, as well as the 

borough personnel.  One thing that he got to do recently was recognize the Citizen of the 

Year, which was a honor to do. 



 

Mr. Seidell asked why he had to learn “lattice” in his math class.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

replied that he should really ask that of the Board of Education.  He also noted that it gives 

children the option of which method helps them to learn the best. 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the Public Comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Dave Seidell, Chews Landing Road, commented on the name of the upcoming PfH event 

– “Haddonfield Uncorked” - and suggested not making fun of drinking in the event titles.  

He noted that there are alcohol issued with minors and this sends the wrong message by 

glamourizing drinking.  Commissioner Kasko replied that this is a very good point that he 

would take back to PfH.  Mayor Rochford did not that not all events are centered on that, 

using First Night as an example, which is centered on family fun. 

 

Miss Vecchio, Birchall Drive, asked the Mayor if he tells people what to do.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that we do that through ordinances and resolution.  The Borough also 

has great employees who are responsible for getting things done. 

 

Mr. Thompson asked if “Little Free Libraries” were going to be put up around town.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that the Borough is just authorizing the one now to be downtown, but he 

has seen others in front of resident’s homes. 

 

Mr. Mulholland recommended to the Commissioners that a stop sign be installed on Mt. 

Vernon Avenue at Peyton Avenue.  This intersection is very busy when children are going 

to school in the morning.  He has seen people park their cars on Peyton Avenue right at 

the corner to let their kids out, making it very unsafe.  Although he has not been there 

when school lets out, he can only imagine that it is the same at that time as well.  At a 

minimum he feel that a Crossing Guard should be stationed there and suggested that 

someone from the Borough should be there to observe the issues.  Mayor Rochford asked 

the Police Chief if they could schedule a site visit.  The Borough Administrator advised the 

Commissioners that they had looked into making various intersections 4-way stops near 

schools when the State guidelines were changed to allow municipalities to do so.  The 

residents in this specific area gave a strong push back that they did not want a 4-way stop 

at that intersection.  Mayor Rochford indicated that although we did look at this a few 

years ago, it cannot hurt to observe the intersection now.  Mr. Mulholland finished by 

stating that he believes the intersection to be a dangerous one. 

 

Schy Douglas, North Drive, asked the Commissioners if there was anything they disliked, or 

found challenging, about their jobs.  Mayor Rochford replied that one of the things he 

dislikes the most is the people who speed through town, and those who drive while using 

their cell phones and don’t pay attention.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he dislikes, as 

well as finds challenging, is having a limited amount of money to get a wide range of 

things accomplished.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that he hates the pot holes.  As 

they are getting them fixed, new ones are opening up in a new area.  It is a never ending 

process. 

 

Zade DeLeo, Linden Avenue, asked what is involved in a typical day for the Mayor.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that he is at his regular day job, just like all the borough employees are. 

 

Mr. Thompson asked how has the change in the value of money affected the borough 

(mother clarified that he is asking about the cost of inflation).  Commissioner Kasko replied 

by briefly explaining how a lower inflation rate can create more money for the borough 

without having to raise taxes.  Mr. Thompson then asked if the store and shops could open 

earlier in town, as they don’t open until 10:00 or 11:00 a.m., which makes it harder for those 

who wake up earlier.  Mayor Rochford replied that noting the coffee shops and 



restaurants that are open earlier, and pointed out that most general shopping isn’t started 

until later in the morning.  Additionally, the store owners make their own choices on when 

to open and close.  Commissioner Kasko noted that sometimes it can be an issue for the 

owner because they don’t stay open later, but agreed with the Mayor that the owners set 

their own hours. 

 

Patrick Seidell asked if sidewalks were going to be installed on Station Avenue.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that this street is not part of the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) areas in 

town.  He did note that it has been proposed previously, but because of various issues that 

need to be addressed first, including stormwater drainage, it wouldn’t be done very soon.  

Additionally, studies have shown that there is not excessive speeding on this street, unlike 

Chews Landing Road. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


